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“Welcome to  Canadian  Po l i t ics ”  (WTCP)
i s  an  onl ine  educat iona l  resource  and
ass ignment  that  engages  s tudents  in
group work  to  generate  p la in- language
inst ruct iona l  mater ia l s  on  top ics  in
Canadian  pol i t ics .  I t  a ims  to  enhance
students ’  knowledge about  Canadian
pol i t ics  whi le  (over  the  long-term)
creat ing  a  d ig i ta l ,  open-access
textbook .  

Launched in  Winter  o f  2020 ,  WTCP a l so
a ims  to  inc lude s tudents  in  ident i f y ing
what  "counts "  as  Canadian  po l i t ics .  The
onl ine  format  a l lows  for  an  expans ion  o f
what  const i tutes  Canadian  po l i t ics—new
ideas  and creat i ve  top ics  a re  welcome.  
You can f ind  the  s i te  at :
welcometocanadianpol i t ics .ca .  

Par t ic ipat ion  in  WTCP occurs  through a
group ass ignment  in  a  un ivers i ty  course
re lated to  top ics  in  Canadian  pol i t ics .
S tudents  a re  d iv ided into  groups  and
choose  a  top ic  in  Canadian  po l i t ics .
A f ter  research ing  and compi l ing
in format ion  about  the i r  se lected top ics ,
s tudents  dra f t  a  submiss ion  int roduc ing
or  expla in ing  a  the i r  top ic  and i t s
re levance  to  Canadian  pol i t ics .  They
then hand i t  into  the i r  teaching teams .
Af ter  they  a re  graded ,  the  submiss ions
are  rev i sed for  publ icat ion  and
uploaded to  the  WTCP s i te .  

Th i s  handbook serves  as  an  int roduct ion
and user  gu ide  for  s tudents
par t ic ipat ing  in  the  pro ject .  

A B O U T  W T C P
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W T C P  S t u d e n t  u s e r  g u i d e

To  become fami l ia r  wi th  i s sues  in  Canadian  po l i t ics  whi le  ident i f y ing  gaps
in  what  i s  normal ly  covered .  

To  convey  in format ion  c lear ly  and conc ise ly  to  a  broad audience  o f  readers ,  

To  co l laborate  wi th  others ,  d rawing on  the  exper ience ,  sk i l l s ,  in terests ,  and
knowledge o f  d i f fe rent  group members .   

To  share  course  knowledge wi th  an  audience  beyond the  c lass room,
inc luding  both  s tudents  who have  (and are )  engaging  wi th  WTCP in  other
c lass rooms ,  and wi th  s i te  users .   

L e a r n i n g  o b j e c t i v e s
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H o w  t o  W T C P  
F i r s t ,  s tudents  break  into  groups ,  and choose  a  top ic
to  s tudy .  Usua l l y ,  the  group s ize  wi l l  be  determined
by  your  ins t ructor .  Ins t ructors  may  prov ide  a  l i s t  o f
potent ia l  top ics ,  o r  your  group may  be  a l lowed to
choose  the i r  own .  I f  you  are  unsure  about  whether
your  top ic  i s  a  good f i t  fo r  WTCP ,  check  in  wi th  your
TA or  ins t ructor .  Se lect ing  a  top ic  can  be  a
cha l lenge ,  but  there  a re  many  top ics  to  choose
f rom.  For  Winter  2024 ,  some suggested top ics
inc lude (but  don ' t  le t  th i s  l imi t  you) :  

·  

Second ,  a f te r  se lect ing  a  top ic ,  g roups  get
together - - in  c lass ,  tutor ia l s ,  o r  e l sewhere- - to
d iscuss  what  they  know about  the  top ic ,  and what
e l se  would  be  use fu l  to  know.  Look  at  a  range o f
sources  fo r  in format ion  ( i . e . ,  CBC arch ives ,  scholar l y
ar t ic les ,  newspaper  a rch ives ,  and government
publ icat ions ) .  Many  un ivers i ty  l ib rar ies  have
subject  gu ides  that  a re  a  good p lace  to  s ta r t .  Some
inst ructors  may  have  a  min imum number  o f   
sources  to  inc lude .  Be  sure  to  fo l low the  gu ide l ines
for  your  c lass .  

Then ,  s ta r t  dra f t ing  your  submiss ion !  You may  be
asked to  produce  between 700-1500 words
depending on  your  ins t ructor  and group s ize .
Groups  should  work  together   throughout  th i s
process .  Us ing  an  onl ine  wr i t ing  too l  wi l l  he lp  you
and your  teams work  co l laborat i ve ly  on  the
submiss ion .

T ip :  the  cha l lenge o f  WTCP i s  not  f ind ing  the
in format ion- - there  i s  a  lo t  out  there .  I t  i s  choos ing
what  in format ion  to  inc lude ,  and how to  sure  your
work  i s  c lear ,  cohes ive ,  and compel l ing .

2 .  C O N D U C T  R E S E A R C H ,
D R A F T  S U B M I S S I O N

The Canadian  Charter  o f  R ights  and Freedoms
The Numbered Treat ies
The  L ieutenant  Governors
The  His tory  o f  the  L i ve- In  Careg iver  Program
The Evo lut ion  o f  the  Federa l  F ranchise
Statement  o f  the  Government[AC1]   o f  Canada
on Ind ian  Po l icy  (The  White  Paper ) ,  1969 .
The  October  Cr i s i s
The  Supreme Court  o f  Canada
Canada ’ s  Femin is t  Fore ign  Ass i s tance  Po l icy
Newfoundland in  Confederat ion
The North  Amer ican  Free  T rade  Agreement
Church i l l  Fa l l s /Quebec  Hydro  Controversy
Berger  Inqui ry /Mackenz ie  Va l ley  P ipe l ine
Dish  With  One Spoon
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H o w  t o  W T C P  c o n t i n u e d . . .
Thi rd ,  a f te r  you  have  wr i t ten  you f i r s t  dra f t ,  ed i t  your
submiss ion .  The  goa l  i s  make your  submiss ion  access ib le
to  a  broad audience .

A l though you might  s ta r t  by  dra f t ing  d i f fe rent  e lements
separate ly ,  submiss ions  that  p iece  together  d i f fe rent
group members  work  a re  o f ten  unc lear  and do  not  read
wel l  as  a  s ing le  text .  Make  sure  to  work  together
throughout  the  process  to  c reate  a  cohes ive  submiss ion .
Rewr i te ,  ed i t ,  and proof read (and then ed i t  and
proof read aga in ) ,  and make sure  you  are  adher ing  to  the
ass ignment  gu ide l ines  set  by  your  ins t ructor  and
teaching  team.  

In  some c lasses ,  you  may  engage in  peer - rev iew to
ensure  your  work  i s  as  s t rong as  i t  can  be .

Once  the  rev i sed  submiss ions  a re  uploaded to  the
webs i te ,  you  wi l l  have  a  chance  to  rev iew them

The las t  s tep  in  WTCP i s  prov id ing  feedback  to  the
WTCP pro ject  team and let t ing  us  know i f  you  do/do
not  want  your  name or  cont r ibut ions  inc luded on the
WTCP webs i te ,  and i f  any  changes  need to  be  made .
Th is  "pro ject  assessment  fo rm"  i s  ava i lab le  at :
ht tps : / / fo rms .g le /C2tt febssnKyFMkY9 .
 

Once  you have  per fected your  work ,  you  wi l l  then 
requi rements  a re  complete ,  you  wi l l  then submit  your
ass ignment  to  your  TA or  ins t ructor  in  the  ways  that
they  have  out l ined to  you .  I t  w i l l  then be  graded by
your  teaching  team.

Inst ructors  may  a l so  ask  you  to  f i l l  out  a  se l f /peer
assessment  fo rm ( th i s  i s  the  case  at  the  Univers i ty  o f
Water loo) ,  to  a l low inst ructors  to  gather  in format ion
about  your  contr ibut ions  and to  prov ide  feedback
about  the i r  exper ience  wi th  WTCP in  the i r  c lass .

At  th i s  po int ,  your  submiss ion  wi l l  be  ed i ted  by  the
teaching  team and/or  WTCP pro ject  ass i s tants  and
inst ructors .  We may  amalgamate  your  submiss ion  wi th
others  on  the  same topic ,  make s ty le  changes ,  o r  ed i t
fo r  length .  We wi l l  work  hard ,  however ,  to  keep as
much o f  your  or ig ina l  text  as  we can .

3 .  D R A F T ,  E D I T ,  
E D I T  A G A I N

4 .  H A N D  I T  I N !

5 .  C O M P L E T E  P R O J E C T
A S S E S S M E N T  F O R M
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O n  c i t a t i o n s
The s ty le  o f  re fe renc ing  for  WTCP i s  s l ight ly  d i f fe rent  f rom t rad i t iona l  academic
ass ignments .  

HYPERLINKS .  Because  i t  i s  des igned fo r  read ing  on l ine ,  WTCP re l ies  pr imar i l y  on  hyper l inks ,
w i th  addi t iona l  re fe renc ing  wherever  needed .  The  use  o f  hyper l inks  a l lows  you  to  a t tach
l inks  to  webs i tes ,  v ideos ,  p ic tures ,  d iagrams ,  a r t ic les  o r  work  that  connects  readers  d i rect l y
to  re levant  source  mater ia l .  Us ing  hyper l inks  improves  the  user  exper ience  fo r  people
read ing  your  a r t ic le ,  s ince  they  can  eas i l y  c l i ck  through to  re la ted  mater ia l s .

I f  you  a re  unsure  about  how to  inser t  hyper l inks  in to  your  document ,  ta lk  to  your
ins t ructor ( s ) .  (Or  Google  "how to  hyper l ink "  - -  there  a re  a  lo t  o f  gu ides ! )

AUTHOR-DATE.  S ince  not  a l l  the  in fo rmat ion  in  your  submiss ion  wi l l  be  ava i lab le  on l ine  to
readers  to  c l i ck  through ,  you  may  need to  use  a  more  convent iona l  fo rm o f  c i ta t ion  in
addi t ion  to  your  hyper l inks .  For  a l l  sources  not  ava i lab le  on l ine ,  we  use  the  author -date
sys tem.  We use  the  Canadian  Journa l  o f  Po l i t i ca l  Sc ience ' s  gu ide  to  authors  as  our  s ty le
gu ide  - -  h t tps : / /www.cpsa-
acsp .ca /documents /pdfs /Ed i tor ia l%20Sty le%20Guide l ines%202008 .pdf .  

BIBLIOGRAPHY .  In  o rder  to  ensure  that  your  ins t ructor  can  look  up  a l l  your  mater ia l s  eas i l y ,
when you  submit  your  ass ignment  you  should  inc lude  a  re fe rence  l i s t /b ib l iography  that
inc ludes  a l l  re levant  mater ia l s  ( inc lud ing  those  you  hyper l inked) .  Th i s  w i l l  a l low your
ins t ructor  both  to  work  wi th  your  submiss ion  fo r  the  webs i te ,  and to  more  eas i l y  assess  your
use  o f  re levant  research  mater ia l s .  In  your  b ib l iography / re fe rence  l i s t ,  hyper l inks  should  be
t reated  as  any  other  academic  c i ta t ion  would  be  fo r  a  un ivers i t y - leve l  ass ignment .    
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T i p s  a n d  T r i c k s  
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Start  ear ly .  Col laborat ions  take t ime,  so  make sure  you have a
draft  as  ear ly  as  you can to  ensure  that  what  you submit  is
cohesive  and c lear .

Try  to  use language and a  tone in  your  work that  is  appropr iate
for  lay  readers ,  something s imi lar  to  a  newspaper  art ic le .  Expla in
terms,  don't  use  jargon,  and try  to  be as  c lear  as  poss ib le .  

Try  to  use the act ive  voice  (and avoid  pass ive  voice  wr i t ing)
wherever  poss ib le .  Not  only  does  th is  make writ ing c learer ,  i t
a lso  helps  reduce sentence length.  

I f  you are  having trouble  f igur ing out  how to  make sure  your
work is  cohesive ,  t ry  us ing a  Google  doc or  another  col laborat ive
writ ing platform to  create  your  draft .  That  way you can work
together  throughout  the draft ing process  rather  than piec ing
dif ferent  parts  together .

Make sure  to  use hyper l inks  and to  reference re levant
informat ion,  wherever  you can.  Make sure  to  inc lude ALL
references  ( inc luding what  you hyper l inked)  in  a  b ib l iography or
reference l ist  for  your  teaching team.

Ensure you are  fo l lowing any and a l l  ass ignment  guidel ines
created by your  teaching team.  This  inc ludes  th ings  l ike  word
count/ length,  the number  of  sources  you might  be required to
use ,  and how to  submit  your  ass ignment .  

Don't  forget  to  f i l l  out  the onl ine "project  assessment"  form after
you've  completed the ass ignment !  (F ind i t  at :
https : / / forms.gle/6VCTemQtiCWDF31v6)

https://forms.gle/6VCTemQtiCWDF31v6


Create  a  group .  Acquaint  yourse l f  w i th  your  group members ,  share  contact
in format ion .  

Es tabl i sh  a  co l laborat i ve  space  to  work  on l ine .  Work ing  f rom a  Google  Doc
or  other  s imi la r  shared document  on l ine  wi l l  he lp  you  to  work  as  a  team.

Read the  WTCP s tudent  gu ide  and a l l  o ther  ass ignment  mater ia l s  c lose ly .
Take  notes  i f  you  need to ,  and make sure  to  ask  any  quest ions  you  have  to
your  ins t ructor / teaching  team.

Choose  a  top ic .  How th i s  occurs  wi l l  depend on your  ins t ructor ,  but  look
through the  suggested top ics ,  and bra instorm what  top ics  you  want  to
pursue .  Ask  yourse l f  how your  top ic  contr ibutes  to  Canadian  po l i t ics .  

Conduct  secondary  research  on  your  top ic .  Gather  in format ion  that  you
th ink  wi l l  be  re levant  to  your  top ic .  Take  notes !  Read !  Take  more  notes !

Es tabl i sh  an  out l ine  fo r  your  submiss ion  and deve lop a  wr i t ing  p lan .  Look
at  some of  the  examples  on  the  WTCP for  gu idance .  Dec ide  what
in format ion  to  inc lude and exc lude ,  and work  wi th  your  group to  dec ide
how to  c ra f t  your  submiss ion  in  a  compel l ing  and engaging way ,

Get  wr i t ing .  Work  on  a  f i r s t  dra f t  and rev iew your  submiss ion  wi th  your
teammates .  

Wr i te  a  second dra f t .  Rev i se  your  ideas ,  make sure  that  a l l  o f  the
in format ion  i s  c lear l y  conveyed and wel l -expla ined .

Search  for  mul t imedia  to  inc lude in  your  submiss ion .  Par t  o f  your
ass ignment  may  cons i s t  o f  mul t imedia  to  engage your  reader  ( i . e . ,  YouTube
c l ips ,  d rawings ,  photos ,  games ,  maps) .  Look  at  some of  the  examples  on
the  WTCP webs i te .  

Rev i se  and ed i t  your  text .  P roof read and check  c i tat ions-  remember  to
edi t ,  p roof read and check  that  a l l  your  hyper l inks  a re  work ing  proper ly .  

Submit  a  f ina l  vers ion  o f  your  submiss ion

�Complete  (and submit ,  i f  requi red)  the  se l f /peer  eva luat ion  form

S t u d e n t  C h e c k l i s t
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A p p e n d i c e s
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S t u d e n t  N a m e s :

T o p i c :

M a r k :

R e s e a r c h  a n d  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t o p i c :

I s  the  top ic  expla in  the  top ic  e f fect i ve ly?
Did  you def ine  any  re levant  te rms?
Did  you prov ide  in format ion  that  would  deepen readers ’  unders tanding?
Did  you engage wi th  re levant ,  c red ib le  sources?

P r e s e n t a t i o n  a n d  c r e a t i v i t y :

Did you present  the  in format ion  in  a  way  that  was  interest ing  to  readers?
Did  you prov ide  in format ion  that  would  p ique  interest  in  your  top ic?
Did  you ident i f y  other  sources  o f  in format ion  for  fu r ther  reading?
Did  you thought fu l l y  and creat i ve ly  present  re levant  in format ion?

M a r k i n g / P e e r  R e v i e w  s h e e t
    

19



W r i t i n g  a n d  s t y l e :

Did you use  language and a  tone  appropr iate  fo r  a  lay  reader?
Did  you wr i te  c lear l y  and conc ise ly?
Did  you use  a  recognized c i tat ion  s ty le  (o r  prov ide  re levant  hyper l inks )
D id  you fo l low the  ass ignment  gu ide l ines?

O t h e r  n o t e s / c o m m e n t s :

 
 
 
 
 

M a r k i n g / p e e r  r e v i e w  s h e e t  C o n t ' d
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Concepts  and
re levant

deta i l s  were
not  c lear l y
descr ibed ,  

Text  inc ludes
unnecessary  or

confus ing
in format ion ,

Concepts  and
re levant

deta i l s  were
part ia l l y

descr ibed .

 Text  may
inc lude some
unnecessary
in format ion .

Ass ignment
and/or  ed i tor ia l

gu ide l ines
rare ly  fo l lowed .

Hyper l inks  and
c i tat ions

were  ra re ly
used .

Ass ignment
and/or  ed i tor ia l
gu ide l ines  were
of ten  fo l lowed .  

Suf f ic ient
hyper l inks  and
c i tat ions  were

inc luded .

Concepts  and
re levant  deta i l s

were  c lear l y
and e f fect i ve ly

descr ibed

Text  i s  wel l -
ed i ted ,  to

ensure  focus  
i s  c lear .

Concepts  and
re levant

deta i l s  were
descr ibed .

Text  i s  wel l -
ed i ted  to

ensure  focus  
i s  c lear

Did  not  fo l low
ass ignment

and/or  WTCP 
  gu ide l ines .  

Lack ing
c i tat ions  and

  hyper l inks  fo r
re ferenc ing
in format ion .

 Ass ignment
and/or  ed i tor ia l
gu ide l ines  wel l -

fo l lowed .  

Hyper l inks  and
  c i tat ions  were

ef fect i ve ly
incorporated 

L i t t le  to  no
research

conducted .  

Min imal
research  was

conducted
us ing   some

credib le
sources .  

.  

Reasonable
amount  o f

research  was
conducted

us ing  a  range
of  c red ib le   

sources ,  

Qual i ty  of
research

B AD

Writ ing

Formatt ing
and sty le

Clar i ty  of
messaging

Sign i f icant
problems wi th   
phras ing  and

grammar
(making  some
ideas  unc lear ) .

 Wr i t ing  s ty le
i s  c lear  and
  e f fect i ve ,

c lear l y
convey ing

complex  ideas .

Some concerns
with  phras ing
and grammar .

Much more
edi t ing  was

needed . . .

Wr i t ing  i s
genera l l y  c lear
but  could  have

been more
spec i f ic  and

conc ise .  

r u b r i c

Sign i f icant ,
h igh  qual i ty

research ,   
us ing  a  range

of  c red ib le
sources .   

1
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1

S E l f / p e e r  A s s e s s m e n t  f o r m *

Please  assess  your  own contr ibut ions ,  and those  o f  your  co l leagues  us ing
the  fo l lowing cr i te r ia .  Your  feedback  wi l l  be  cons idered in  rev i s ions  to  th i s
ass ignment .  P lease  t ry  to  be  as  fa i r  as  poss ib le  in  your  assessment .

Scale :

5  - -   Excel lent  work ,  was  crucia l  to  group’s  success
4 - -   Strong work,  contr ibuted s igni f icant ly  to  the group
3 - -   Suff ic ient  ef fort ,  contr ibuted adequately  to  the group
2 - -   Insuff ic ient  ef fort ,  met  minimal  standards  of  the group
1  - -    L i t t le  or  weak ef fort ,  was  detr imental  to  the group**

Sel f  Evaluat ion

Name:  ____________________________

_____  Par t ic ipated in  deve lop ing  ideas  
_____  Attended meet ings /act i ve ly  engaged in  group work  
_____  Cooperated wel l  w i th  other  group members  
_____  Contr ibuted meaningfu l l y  to  the  f ina l  submiss ion

Peer  Evaluat ions

Name of  group member :  ____________________________

_____  Par t ic ipated in  deve lop ing  ideas
_____  Attended meet ings /act i ve ly  engaged in  group work
_____  Cooperated wel l  w i th  other  group members
_____  Contr ibuted meaningfu l l y  to  the  f ina l  submiss ion

*Adapted f rom a  se l f  and peer  eva luat ion  form f rom Northwestern  Univers i ty .  See
https : / /www.northwestern .edu/sear le /docs /His tory%20and%20Phi losphy%20Sel f%20and%20P
eer%20Evaulat ion .pdf
* *An assessment  o f  1  o r  less  requi res  an  explanat ion  in  the  “other  comments ”  sect ion  be low.
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Peer  Evaluat ion cont inued. . .

Name of  group member :  ____________________________

_____  Par t ic ipated in  deve loping ideas
_____  Attended meet ings /act i ve ly  engaged in  group work
_____  Cooperated wel l  w i th  other  group members
_____  Contr ibuted meaningfu l l y  to  the  f ina l  submiss ion

Name of  group member :  ____________________________

_____  Par t ic ipated in  deve loping ideas
_____  Attended meet ings /act i ve ly  engaged in  group work
_____  Cooperated wel l  w i th  other  group members
_____  Contr ibuted meaningfu l l y  to  the  f ina l  submiss ion

Name of  group member :  ____________________________

_____  Par t ic ipated in  deve loping ideas
_____  Attended meet ings /act i ve ly  engaged in  group work
_____  Cooperated wel l  w i th  other  group members
_____  Contr ibuted meaningfu l l y  to  the  f ina l  submiss ion

Other  comments :

How ef fect i ve ly  d id  your  group work  together?
What  d id  you learn  f rom the  exper ience?
What  do  you th ink  went  wel l ?
What  would  you have  done d i f fe rent ly ,  g i ven  the  opportuni ty?
Do you have  any  other  comments  or  suggest ions  about  the  pro ject?
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Q u e s t i o n s ?
C o m m e n t s ?

YOUR FEEDBACK IS  ALWAYS WELCOME E-MAIL  US AT
ALANA.CATTAPAN@UWATERLOO.CA
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